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3 + Heart 8 Defire and Prayer to Gon ER you 3%, 
that you _ be ſaved, Rome x. I. | 
Preach the Word: be inſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon ; 
prove, rebuke, _ with all Long- -Suffering and 
Doctrine, 1 Tim. iv. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your- 
ſelyes ; for they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt * 
give Account, that they may do it with Joy, and not 
th Grief; for that is nn for you, Heb. xii. 17. 
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Advices © and Direftons. into yout 


in the Church, there had been 7: 1 


| ever fince the Care of your: Souls 
hath been committed to me, to diſ- 
charge my Truſt to the beſt of my 
Power; and it is in Purſuit of this ; 
Defire, that I now put theſe fe— by 


Hands. | Had all : of you beer a o 1 
careful as you ought in attending the ? 
Public Worſhip and Service of God IS 


need of my taking tit Method for 
. your 
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5 : there "would be this Advantage in in it, 


8 that a Boox lies always Open before 


Men, when Sermons, if attended, are 


forgotten. But indeed there are too 
many among you, as in all other Pa- 
riſhes, groſly defective in this Mat- 


ter; which makes ſome ſuch private 


and per/onal Application as this, both 
proper and neceſſary. For, if the 


Preacher never ſo, conſtantly amd di. 


ligently lifts up | his Voice like a Tan- 


pet, he can not /hew thoſe People bir 
"7 ranſgreſſions,.. that fly out of the 
Reach of his Sound. The Laws, for 
coming to Church have been ſuper- 
ſeded, and ſlackened in Favour to the 
ſerupulous Dſſentero, and the wick 


ed negligent Aſentere have taken the 
Advantage, and plead Liberty of 


Conſcience to ſtay at Home, and 
not fave. God at * They are not 


5 5 e | _— 


r 


Gf che odge. iy, 
abr of. any Obligatiobs, and 


Ties tof Conſcience to the Service of 
God; and ſo make the Lok D's DAY 
Day of Reſß, but not of Religion. 
And ſo far hath Blindneſs datkened 
the Minds of ſome, that they think 
it a great Obligation to the Miniſter, 
if they come and hear him; and if 


ay Offence be taken, they totally 
ſorſake the Church, and ſometimes 


al other Places of Divine Worſhip. 


For the Service of ſuch Perſons as 


theſe, who do not give me the Op- 
portullity of ſetting their Duty be- 
fore them, with the reſt of theri 

Brethren, T princi ipally drew up theſe _ 
Advices; but I have endeavoured to 
make them more generally uſeful, 


ind added fuch Things as are highly 


neceſſary to be ſeriouſly conſidered 


by al among you. Let me earneſtly 


AZ defire 
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vi 7 0 the Provra,” Se. 
deſire you, therefore, to read, mark, 


learn, and inwardly argeft, what is 


bere laid before you: Do not juſt 
look into it, and then throw it by, 
as if you had no Concern therein, 
but only to gratify a preſent Curio- 
fity; but often read and conſider 
the Book I now give you, as e 
beſt Counſel. of one, who earneſtly 
' wiſhes and defires the Salvation of 


every Soul nato 6 . 
er 15 
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ET. me intreat 0 to be ea 
44 in the Practice of that Hen and 
important Duty of Px Avxx to 

not only by all proper Means to 1 
up a Spirit of ſerious and fer vent Devo- 


as far as is practicable, daily to obſerve 
ſet Seaſons and Hours for your Prayers. 
As ſoon as you ariſe out of your Bed in 
the Morning, begin the Day with the 
Performance of this Duty; and never 
cloſe your Eyes at Night, till you have 
recommended yourſelves to God's Favour 
and Protection. Our Saviour ſpake a 
a4 _ | Parable 
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tion throughout your whole Lives; but, 
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8 _ PASTORAL Apvices in order 
cc always to pray, and not to faint;” 
And St. Paul requires us to“ continue. 
inſtant in Proyer, and to pray withou 
it ceaſing.” Now, the leaſt that theſe 
Precepts can poſſibly be ſuppoſed to 
oblige Chriſtians; to, is, to pray unto 
God | Morning and Evening ; which are Sea- 
ſons the moſt of all in our Power: to em. 
ploy as we think fir. n 


The Senſe of your daily Wants, one 
would think, ſhould ſufficiently. excite i / 
vol to this Duty; fince you ſtand in con- 
tinual Need of God for the Pardon of 

your Sins, the Aids of his Grace, and 
the Protection of his Providence; and 
Prayer is the appointed Means to derive 
from Him every good and perfe&t Gift, 
1 Bleſings Spiritual and Tempo. 


What is there of Diſeouragement in in 
BE this Duty of Prayer, that ſhould make 
Mien ſo averſe to it as they generally are? 
It requires but little of their Tue, (for it 
is not the Length, but the Fervor and 

Sincerity of our Devotions, that God re- 
- gards) and there is no weariſome bodily 


ras in the W of it, nor any 
- . "Other 
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ocher Exerciſe of the ſpiritual Faculties, 
but what would be highly pleaſant to us 
were we in our primitive Perfection, or 
reſtored to a religious State of Mind; 

and you may be affured that he is utterly 
unfit for Heaven, that has. e to 

life up his Mind thither. "is | 


Be careful, therefore, every nen 
and Evening, to offer up your Prayers 
't0 God with *Reverence and Affection, 
not in a formal careleſs Manner: Do 
/not grudge the Time you give to God, 
ſor he can and will repay you. You 
muſt alſo take Care that your Children 
ay every one their Prayers: ; which yeu 
muſt teach them early. When they can 
ſay the Words of ſome ſhort Prayer, in- 
ſtruct them in the Meaning of it; and 
do the ſame for thoſe Servants that are 
ignorant; for the reſt, put them in mind 
of their Duty, and encourage them in 
1 81 it. ee ee N 


Aeg that you in every one of 

Jeu in private, by himſelf alone, thus 
duly and ſeriouſly perform this Duty (with- 
out which you can never think that Gd 
"vill bleſs and proiper you) I ſhall next, 


As II. Re- 


4&4 - 


1 . eee, 


5175 e to al 1 that are 
Parents and Maſters of. Families among 
ou, the Exerciſe of Family Devotion. 
his is abſolutely neceſſary (as I have 
| 26 told you) to preſerve an hearty 
"Senſe of Religion in the World, and to 
procure the Bleſſing of God on you, and 
all that belongs to you. Where this Duty 
s generally and habitually neglected, a 
Family can ſcarce be eſteemed a Family 
of Chriſtians, or, indeed, to have any Re. 
ligion at all. And therefore the Prophet 
Jeremiah j joins the Heathen and irreli- 
gious Families together: Jer. x. 25, 
<< Pour out thy Fury upon the Heathen 
which know thee not, and upon the Fa- 
« milies that call not upon thy Name.“ 
A Family is a little Society united toge- 
ther under one common Head; and, 
conſequently, they have ſome common 
Bleſſings to aſk a Supply of from God, 
 _ and ſome common Mercies to give Him 
Thanks for: So that they are all equal 
concerned to vnite their Hearts and Lips 
in Prayers and Praiſes to their G 
Fetber. 7 5 Wy | 


* n 8 to "ER Rel. 
Sion i into your Hughes; and ſome art of 


every 


. "4 


10 Erzs NAL LIFE. | 11 
every ei in the Evening at leaſt, to call 


the Members of your ſeveral Families to- 


gether, and pay your common Tribute 
of Prayer.and Praiſe, for the Mercies you 


daily receive in common at the Hands of 


God; that ſo you may the better ſucceed 


in whatever Buſineſs you ſet about, and 


be che more ſafe in all the Dangers you 
are expoſed to. For all our Succeſs de- 
pends upon God's Bleſſing, and all our 
1 is owing to his Protection. 8 


" II. Another Tbing nearly related t to 
| this, which I would remind you of, is, 


the careful Inſtruction of your Children 


and Servants in the Principles of, Reli- 
gion. This is a Duty of great Import- 


ance, and expreſsly enjoined to Parents 


and Maſters in Holy Scripture: “ I know 
* him,” (fays God, ſpeaking of Abra- 
bam © that he will "command his. Chil- 
oy dren, and his Houſhald after him, and 
© they " ſhall keep the W 


« todo JuſticeandJudgment, Gen. xviii. 


ver. 19. And Joſhua declares, that“ as 


ce for him and his Houſe he would ſervi 
* the. Lord,” Jaſbda xxiv. 15. And St. 


Paul enjoins © Fathers to being up their 
BI ak 11 the Nurture and Rae = 
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< tion of the Lord,“ that is, in the 
Knowledge and Practice of the Chriſtian 
Religion, Zpbe/: vi. 4. This is the Way 
to make your Children good and virtu- 
ous, when they grow up to be Men; to 
give you Comfort in them; and render 
them a Bleſſing to the Public. And if 
ever Times be better, Parents and Maſters 
of Families muſt begin the Work of Re- 
Formation; in whoſe Power it is, ina 
good meaſure, by a careful Education of 
thoſe under their Charge, to make the 


niert Age, with the Bleſſing of God, 


(Whatever juſt Complaints are made 
"againſt this) a Praife and Glory on 
22 the Earth.” 


"pts beriries, therefore, and conti- 
aue unwearied in a godly Education of 
19 5 Children, 1 in all the Branches of it. 

aintain your Authority over them, and 
Ft do not deal imperiouſly with them, 
& provoking them to Wrath. Study 
_ "their Tempers and Inclinations, that you 
may the better manage them, Teach 
them to ſerve God in private, and bring 
them, when they are capable of it, con- 
ſtantly to the Public Worſhip; that fo 
they may be accuſtomed to the Exerciſe 
of Religion and Goodneſs 1 * 


e * VH // WH - AS, o 


| "xithour God in the World.“ 
e | There 


40 ErxanaL Lirz. : ; 13 | 
til Holifieſs and Virtue have taken Root, 

ani they be well ſettled and confirmed 
in a good Courſe. And not only inſtruct 


them by your Words, in the Service of 
God, but do what you can by your good 


Example to bring them to ſerve Him. 


By theſe, and ſuch like Means, you may 
make your Houſes little Seminaries of 
true Piety and Religion; you may © train 
« up your Children in the Way wherein 


1 they hould go, that when they are old 
they may not depart from it. 


Jou, is, a due Regard to the Public Wor- 
ſhip-of God in his own Houſe, This is 


2 Duty which all Chriſtians, ' however 


they may differ from one another about 
the Manner of performing it, are agreed 
ought to he performed. The Public Wor- 
ſhip of God is the great Inſtrument of 
promoting Religion and Virtue in the 
World; and as moſt of us owe what 
Share we have of theſe to it, fo, if we 


obſerve the People that neglect this Duty, 


we ſhall generally find them a wicked and 
ungodly Race, who have no regard to 


v. That which I ſhall next preſs upon 


* 


the other Parts of their Duty, but live 
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There is ſcarce ans Body but may have 
Occafion ſometimes to abſent himſelf 
from Church; but for People to live 
"Week after Week, nay,'Year after Year, 
in the Neglect, or rather Contempt, of 
God's Public. Worſhip ; to be utterly 
unconcerned about the Service of God; 
and neither regard Him, his Day, nor 
his Worſhip; to hear the Summons to 
Church every Lord's Day, and ſee others 
paſs by their Doors to it, and yet loiter 
at Home, or about the Streets, without 
any Self Reflections; I ſay, for Men to 
behave themſeives' in ſuch a Manner in 
a Chriſtian Nation, and even under the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, is Matter of 
Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, as well as of 
Grief and Sorrow. Whatever Pretences 
Men may make for living in this Man- 
ner, it is certainly utterly inexcuſable. 
It is an Offence to God, and ſuch as will 
be ſeverely puniſhed by Him. And 
though it were much to be wiſhed, that 
the Fear of God, and a Senſe of, their 
Obligations to Him, would engage Men 
to the Performance of this Duty; and 
that they need not be forced to it by the 
F ear of temporal Cepfures and Penalties; 


ny” it ** not wes Amper to . ah 


3 
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it is an Offence againſt the Laws both 
of Church and State. For thoſe indeed 
who duly go to other Aſſemblies for re- 
ligious Worſhip, they are, by Law, excuſed 
from attending upon ours, but the Law 
was not made to encourage Irreligion, or 
to tolerate Men who will not worſhip 
God at all; but merely for the Eaſe of 
thoſe who have entertained ſome Scruples 
about the Lawfulneſs of our Way of 
| Worſhip; and there is no Reaſon — | 
profane Apoſtates from God's Worſhip, 

as go no whither for that. Purpoſe, od 


receive any Protection from it. 


2 may perhaps be obj ected, That the | 
1 4 and eee. ſuch Perſons, 
may become a Means to drive them to 
ſeparate Aſſemblies; becauſe, when they 
ſee a neceſſity put upon them, of either 
going to Church or to ſuch Places, it is 
moſt likely, that out of Reſentment and 
Diſlike to us, who put this Neceflity 
upon them, they will rather chooſe the 
latter. To which 1 anſwer; That if any. 
ſo proſecuted for their irreligious Con- 
tempt of God's Worſhip, do thereon go 
to ſeparate Meetings, I cannot but think 
it ĩs much better than living as they do; 


it is deter en * ſerve es. N 


„ | 12 Way, 


4 


16 PaSYoRAL' Apvrces in order 


Way, than no Way at all; That is, 1 
had rather they were of ſome th than of no 
Religion; and would worſhip God in 


any Congregation by Law rmitted, if 


they will not (as they ought) doi it in that 


which is by Law eſtabliſhed. 


But it is a Sort of ſnameful Conſidera- 
Aon, that Men ſhould need to be forced 
to this Duty. Much rather would 1 
awaken ſueh Perſons from their profane 
Sloth and Security, by convincing them, 

that this is the only Way to oſcape the 
Puniſhment that ſhall at laſt be inflicted 
on thoſe who now ſay unto the Almigh- 
ty, Depart from us, for we deſire not 
ce the Knowledge of thy Ways.“ Let 
me deſire ſuch Perſons ſeriouſly to con- 
_ whether any Thing deſerves more 
their Care and Induſtry, than to ob- 
tain eternal Happineſs, and eſcape eter- 
nal Miſery? And yet this cannot be done 


without a fincere, devout Performance 


of all the Acts of Religious Worſhip. 


 YPhoſe Perſons do not deferve to be God's 
Friends and Favourites, that do not wor- 
| tip Him; and they ire not capable of 
| che Joys of Heaven, who reliſh-not the 
8 iPleaſures of Religion, and the Worſhip | 
| 5 5 *'Dheyyfays the'Pſalmiſt, that 
cc are 
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Some among vou, perhaps may eur 
deavour, to make. yourſelxes eaſy in jo hit 
groſs Neglect, by imaginings: that it is 
not the: Place which makes our Prayers 
ir we leſs effectual; but that God hears 
our Prayers wherever we pray, and that 
therefore you may worſhip God at Home, 
| as well as at Church: but nom, if e 
pretend to be Chriſtians, and hope ſor 
' Salvation in another Life, I would aft 
you, whether you can hope fox that Sal- 
vation any otherwiſe than in the Way 
that Chriſt, our Lord and Maſter, hath 
appointed fur the obtaining of it? And 
is not this a main Part of Chriſt's Reli- 


ion, that we ſhould publickly, in the 


ace of the World, own his Faith, and 
join with the reſt of, his Members, in of- 
 fering up the ſolemn Sacrifice of Prayer 
andPraiſe, and hearing his Goſpelpreach- 


ed, and receiving his holy Sacraments? 


How then dare any of you think your- 


elves at Liberty to neglect theſe Duties, 4 


on ſuch ſays as both God, and the 
Church, and the Laws, have moſt ſo- 


_ devoted and ſet apart * the 
er- 


1 Pasren al ADviers in trder 
Performance of them? Suppoſe any of 
vou do really (as I fear is only pretended 
ſpend your Time in private Prayer an 
Reading; yet you cannot reaſonably ex- 


pect that God ſhould anſwer your private 


Prayers, when they (ſignify a manifeſt 


Contempt and Neglect of his Public 


Worſhip and Service. There is Time 
enough allowed you by God for. each of 
theſe Duties, that is, both for publie and 
Private Worſhip; and as you ought care- 
fully to perform the latter, ſo you are no 
leſs obliged diligently to attend on the 
former. © The Diſcharge of one Duty 
will not make Amends for the Neglect 


cf another; much leſs for the Neglect of 
| Jo important, ſo indiſpenſible an one, as 


that of Public Worſhip; without which 


vou excommun icate yourſel ves, and have 
no Right to be accounted Chriſtians, | 


Let me earneſtly exhort you all there- 
fore, to let nothing but what is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, ſuch as Diſability by Age 
or Sickneſs, or Works of Neceſſity, or 


Charity, (which will not admit of any 


other Time for the doing them) keep 
you at Home on the Lord's Day. Do 
not think it enough to attend the Public 


Worſhip of God as it were by Chance, 


* - 
8 . 2 
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and 
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of ad when you have nothing elſe to do, 
0 once in a Month, or a Fortnight, or not 
ſo often, (as with great Concern I fee 
x- many of you do) but let coming to Church 
te be eſteemed by you a Duty, which you 
eſt MW arc conſtantly obliged to perform. It is a 
ic Sign of ſome very ill Principle or other, 
e for any one to be much a Stranger at the 
of Houſe of God. Such a Man is certainly 
da bad Man, and never like to grow much 
better, till he reforms in this Particular. 
Every voluntary Omiſſion of this Kind is 
/ grievous Sin, and mult be ſeverely a0. 
counted Ry at t the laſt Day. 0 
1 Fe? +1365 i "16376 5 z 
But det me - add; that you muſt not 
only be conſtant at Church, but careful 
alſo that your Behaviour there be grave, 
ſober, and decent, and ſuitable ti the 
ſolemn Worſhip of God in his own 
Houſe, and more immediate Preſence. 
Whatever may ſerve to engage or expreſs 
your Reverence and Attention, muſt not 
be neglected; ſuch as kneeling at Prayers, 
ſanding at the Creeds, Pſalms and Hymns, 
and the like. It is a Shame to ſee Per- 
ons ſitting at Prayers, or careleſly look 
ing about them, laughing, whiſpering, 
ior;talking in any Part of Divine __ f 
1 N ip. 
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| viour, that grave, ſerious, and ardent | 


Piety, if Men come to them, and be- 


| -< with our Mouths, when our Hearts are 


ao Payroz il Anvicesirarder 


ſhip. + Theſe are Indecencies and Af. !! 
fronts unbecoming the Preſence of an I for 
earthly Prince, muchumore the Preſence 10 
It me intreat you to endeavour to A 
wipe off that Reproach of a cold formal te 
Worſhip, (which the Enemies of our 6 
Church caſt on the Public Service) by I 1 
expreſſiog, in every Part of your Beha- I & 


GG 


the true Worſhippers of God, and may 
be excited by the Public Offices of dur 
Church; which are admirably fitted to 
ſerve all the Ends of à grave and ſerious 


have themſelves in them as they ought 


But whatever Care you have of your 
outward Behaviour, you ought to be 
eſpecially watchful over your Hearts and 
Spirits, when you are engaged in God's 
Worſhip: For to draw nigh unto God 


<-far from Him,” is the higheſt Con- 
Tou 
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f. Tou ſhould be infinitely careful, there - 
forepthat your Prayers and Devotions do 
notdegenerate into à cold Formality, and 
1m heartleſs, or bare cuſtomary Perform-" 
ance of them; without that Ardency and 
Attention, without that earneſt Deſire to 
receive what you pray for, and'to/pleaſe 
God in all you do, which becomes, and 
is neceſſary, in thoſe who 1 the 
re Lord of Heaven and . . 


in like Manner, when you dre debe 
N idg, or ſinging God's Praiſe in Pſalms 
abd: Wms you maſt be careful that 
your Hearts accompany your'Voices; of, 
as the Apoſtle echorts, that you“ ſing 
% with Grace in ybur Hearts to the 
Lord; and, after: the Pſalmiſt's Ex- 
ample; „let all chat is wirbin yo bleſs ; 
1e. 73 e Name.” , 2 IG 15 345 
When che Word of Gods Ader bens | 
or preached, you ſhould not only give 
"as wanna with Reverence, and“ take 
geed how you hear, leſt your Neglect 
be interpreted as a Contempt of the Au- 
thority that ſpeaks to you; but hear it 
alſo with a Reſolution of Mind to per- 
mh l convincedis your 
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Duty, and with a particular Application 
of general Inſtructions to the State of 
—— own Souls, that vou may oy grow 
© in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 
n Lord and amour 1 9070 Chriſt. TY 


v. Another Thing1 think myſelf ob- 
liged particularly to exhort you to, is, a 
more regular and ſolemn Obſervation of 
the Lord's Day; for wherever this exten. 
five Duty is neglected, a whole Tide off 
Wickedneſs will flow in at the Breach, 
And as God hath bleſſed this Day, and 
ce hallowed it; fo they affont Him, and 

1 _ obſtruct their own Mercies, who profa 
tit. I do therefore earneſtly and-ſolemnly 
beſeech all of you to take this Matter into 
your, Conſideration, and not to look 
upon the Obſervation of the Lord's Day 
as fo inconfiderable a Duty, that a little 
Thing may excuſe your Neglect of it; 
far, be aſſured, great Matters depend 
upon it, even no leſs than your Improve 
ment in Holineſs here, and your er ' 
Happineſs hereafter. r 
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= There 8 too much OecaGon for 
me to preſs this Duty upon you: There 
are ſome who ſhew no manner of Regard 
Ss fothis Day. You * or never ſee 
1 | 55 their 


take no Care of their Famil 


their Faces at Church, or the leaſt Ap- 
earance of Piety or Devotion among; 


them: If they have any Buſineſs to do, 


any Journey to go, or the like, this muſt. 
be the Day for it 3 though it might be, 
confeſſedly, as well done any other Day 


of the Week. Or if no Buſineſs offers, 


they either ſleep, or drink, or talk, or 


walk away the Time, which others de- 


youtly ſpend at Church, and in prepar- - 


ing.themſelves for another World. No- 


£ 


* 
2. 


thing is ſo irkſome and tireſome to them, 


as what God commands; no Time lies 
upon their Hands like that of this Day: 


They know not what to do with it; and 
wiſn, and ſay with thoſe in the Prophet, 


t When will the Sabbath be over, that 


« we may ſet forth Corn? When will 


Fg 


this lingering Day be paſt; that we may 


return to our Trades, our Huſbandry, 


There are others who ſeem to think it 


their Duty to go to Church, and be pre- 


ſent at Divine Service, on this Day, (and 


in that they do well, and are to be com- 
mended ; would to God that all People 
did ſo much as this) but then they think 


that the Duty of the Day is over; they 
8 employ 


ies, or to 
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employ themſelves in private Medit tation, 
Reading, or Praying; but all the Parts 
of Sunday vacant from Public Worſhip, 
are filled up with mere Idleneſs, ſaunter. 


ing at their Doors, in the Fields, or 
Corners of the Streets; ; or perhaps are 


ſpent ih downright! Sin and Wickedneſ, | 


in Acts of * es and 
Prunkenneſs. 


Now, this pankilublerring the Indy: 


Day, as it is commonly managed, is 
but little better than a total Negled 


of it. The Manner wherein ſuch Men 


ſpend their Time, after they come from 

Church, intirehy defeats any. good Im- 
preſſions that might poſſibly be made 
upon them there. Their Idleneſs, or 
unlawful Pleaſures, effrctually joſtle the 


Word of God, which they have heard, 


out of their Minds, and make it of no 
Effect. How different i 1s this Behaviour 
from the Account Iſaiah gives of the 
true Obſervation of the Sabbarh ? Th. 
Ivni. 13, 14. If thou turn away thy 


* Foot from the Sabbath, from doing 


e thy Pleaſure on my holy Day, and 
4 call the Sabbath a Delight, the holy 
e of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt 


4% ' honour Him, not doing thine own | 
- 9 TY Ways, 


. 
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« Ways, nor finding thige-own Pleaſt 
0 pa? K ing 5 own Words 9 
"ſhall thou delight thyſelf in the Lord, 


« and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the 


« hig h Places of the Earth, 2d nd thes ; 
« "ith the Heritage of Jacob thy Fa- 


« ther; for 5 Naga of WP Lord hath 
« ſpoken it.“ N 1 5 ö 72 RY en 925 5 \ * i 2 20” 


Let. me. 972 be Re Oe, in any thing N 


tha hath been ſaid. to vou; Works 
9 IG 
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it; or for filling Peoples Heads with falſe 


and Jewiſh Notions of its Sanctification. | 
Such is the State and Condition of Man 
in this World, that there are many I le: 


Works and Offices of Civil Life, re 
to a comfortable Subſiſtence, to a ready, 
chearful Performance. of religious Duties, 


and to an, innocent Compliance with the 


Rules of Decency, Civility, or Huma - 
nity. And as far as theſe are ſubſervient 
to, or conſiſtent with our Duty, and not 
forbidden/ WAY our * * 8 85 


e 


F 


N 


Fa ar 3 am 1 PS Ickring you. 


to ES nice and un about -Y 
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arity may and ought. 
ing, 2 e Se igorous Obſervation 4 


* 


| 9 been preſerve ed in the 7 
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Pbiilfflivs "of © Me Lord S- Day Service; 
| "then F Would guard againſt the con- 
and more common Extreme; of 2 
Tap and ne gligent Obſervance of it. 
One ſtated Portion of our Time, one Day 
| POET ty Week, has been,, not only. by 

Roles of Chriſtianity and the Lay 
of Moſes, but even by the Cuſtom of al 
civilized Nations, ſet apart to a religious 
Uſe, ind do the Offices of public and 
4555 Piety and Devotion. To -the 
| Kresin vp the Sanctity and” Religion of 
this Day, We owe, 15 a great Meaſure, 
Hat the very face 'of C Chriſtianity Tath 
| World: So that 
whenever it comes to be generally pro- 
faned and neglected, there will probably 
be an End of the Potber and Form of 
e e e Be n 


| Da ” thetefors is is, and eve + mu 
ws « holy unto the Lord. » The Time 
Alvttha to the Chorch, ſhould be tber 
Employed by you with Gravity and Se- 
Houffleſs, and all poſſible Devotion. You 
Mould not only: go to Church yourſelves, 
but carry as many of your Dependeii 
with you as can be ſpared, and fee that 
they behave themſelves decently and re- 
r chere; ; Part, of the reſt of 5 
0 
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holy: Day you ſhould. employ it ** 
prayer and Devotion, and in the religious 
Care of your Families; that is; in Cate 
chiſing and Inſtructing Children and Ser- 
vants; in reading the Seriptures, and 
other uſeful Books; in Prayer, ſinging 
of Pſalms, or Other pious Exerciſes; or 
indeed, in all theſe, in their ſeveral 
Courſes and Order, as your' Time will 


allow. The other Part may be allowed - 


for ſuch good Converſation or innocent 


Exereiſe, as may ſerve to refreſh and en- 
lien your Minds, and is conſiſtent with 


Sobriety, Virtue and Religion. But all. 
unncecffary Buſineſs, and needleſs Jour- 


all haunting of Public Houſes, and 
rode and riotous Aſſemblies; or idle ſaun- 


tering in the Streets; all vain Sports and 


Paſtimes, and indecetit -Liberties, (now 

too common in many Places) ought to 
be baniſhed from every Part of this Day 
of Reſt " Holineſs. 


40 Mort: 2 You! ſhould ende eder that "> 


your Carriage and Behaviour on this Day, 


be ſuch as the Day itſelf is, ſerious,” and 
Jet chearful; ſacred, and yet not Juper- 
ſtitious; without indulging to Libertin- 
aum and Es. on the” one hand, 

2 r 
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. 


or a Jewiſh and Phariſaical Rigour on 
the other ; having always in view the End 
and Deſign of the Inſtitution, which is, 


to promote God's Glory, and the Hap. 
 pineſwof Me, Burt, 


VI. I cannot omit. to put you in mind 
of another important Duty of our holy 
Religion, that is, the frequent and de. 
vout Receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. I may be excuſed. in 
ſaying the leſs on this Head, becauſe it 
has not only ſo often been the Subject of 
my public Diſcourſes, (wherein I have 


repreſented the Nature of this Duty with 


all poſſible Plainneſs, and urged its Ne- 
ceſſity, with a Vigour in ſome meaſue 


ſuitable to ſo £ reat an Occaſion ;. I have 
told ver” the Danger of wilful Neglect 


on the one Hand, and the Benefits of x 
due Performance on the other; and have 


given plain and full Anfwers to the Ob- 


jections that are uſually made againſt 
diſcharging this Duty:) But though | 
cannot complain that theſe Endeavours 
have been altogether in vain, and to no 
-purpoſe ; yet I cannot but obſerve, with 
great Sorrow of Heart, that too many of 


you. remain till iaſenſible and uncon- 


Ez cer ned, 
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= 4 
adit; and are not yet prevailed upon 
to render this eaſy, this delightful and 
beneficial Service to the great We | 
ud Saviour of Mankind. | . 


* 


This Neglect is tod common among 


all Sorts and Degrees of People but 1 
obſerve it more general i in 'two Sorts of 
them ; that is, thoſe that are young, and 
thoſe of the poorer and meaner Rank; of 
both which Sort of Perſons we ſee bur 
very 488 in 8 at the Logs | 
Z ble. N 


A Yanog; 5 the Church _ 


er Care, that ſuch of them, in 


every; Pariſh, as are arrived to the Age 
of ſixteen Years, and have been, or are 
deſirous to be Confirmed, mould come 
to the Sacrament: being firſt inſtructed 
in the Nature and Deſign of this holy 
Inſtitution, and the Obligation it lays - 
upon them. And with very great Rea- 
ſon: For, ſince at this Sacrament they 
are to renew their Covenant made in 
ral, what can be more proper than 
that they come to it as early as poſſible, 
and there again devote themſelves to the 
__ of God ? Without this, they are 
B 3 | n 
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Chriſtians 1 in Name, but not in Reality, 
What was done for them by others, in 
their tender Age, will not at all avail for 
their Salvation, unleſs, being thuſs come 
to Years of Diſcretion, they * their 
own Den to it. 


"Lee me therefore earneſtly defire all 
young Perſons to conſider, that they are 
entering on a vicious World, where they 
will meet with innumerable Temptation 
to-break their Baptiſmal Vow ; that they 

carry about with them weak and corrupt 
Natures, prone to that which is Evil, and 
averſe to that which is Good; that the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh, wil 
be cheir conſtant Enemies ; 3 Which they 
cannot hope to encounter with Succeſs, 
but by the continual Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Spirit; and which- they cannot 
to have, without the — | Uſe 
85 this, and the other Ordinance, ap- 
pointed by God for the conveying of it 
to the Souls of Men: and if they are 
conquered by theſe Enemies, it will be 
to their certain and everlaſting Ruin: 
They will be miſerable in this World, 
and the 4 2 
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„et us conſider farther, that howeyer 
ly. ,ouchful and healthful they may be ar 
an prelent, yet they Know not how os | 
i for God may call them out of the Wor, 
They cannot but ſee Perfons of all Ages, 
the young as well as the old, removed 
from their Acqua intance and Society con- 
tioually ; and nothing can ſecure to them 
2 fafe and comfortable Death, but their 
being reſolyed and ſteadfaſt Chriſtians 3 
which they cannot be eſteemed, either by 
themſelyes or others, if, when they are 
by Age duly capable of it, they neglect 

this moſt ſolemn Inſtitution of our holy 
Religion. But if it ſhall pleaſe God to 
he I prolong their Lives, the Courſe I am per- 
vill ſuading them to, will prove to their great 
be Comfort as well as Safety; it will be the 
els Means of procuring them an happy Life 
ihe J on Earth, and eternal Glory in Heaven,” 


| 2 ö M!!! ]ðĩ5i?%CMKä II 
b. abſtain from the Lord's Table, out of 2 
TS finful Baſhfulneſs; or for fear of the 
1e Reproaches of the World; 3 
be hath expreſly told us, that if * any one 
"" © (young or old) ſhall be aſhamed of him 
4 « and his Words, that is, of making a 

public Profeſſion of his holy Religion, 


* 


# * 
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in an adulterous and ſinful Generation, I 
« of him he alſo will be aſhamed when Not 
he cometh in the Glory of his Father, H 


FS 4 , 


1 1 © rf nee ; 
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I. therefore earneſtiy exhort all ſuch 
young People as are . piouſly diſpoſed, 
(netter Servants or others) and who in- 
tend to lead a godly and Chriſtian Life, 
to come betimes to the holy Sacrament; 
and I hope their Parents and Maſters will 
not only excite and encourage them to 
this Part of their Duty, but aſſiſt and di- 
rect chem alſo in the due Performance 


4 »# a + 4 SF 
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The other Sort of Perſons, who ate 
apt to neglect comin "to the Sacrament, 
are thoſe whoſe Circumſtances are very 
mean and 16w in the World. Theſe in- 
deed are apt to be very careleſs of Reli- 
Sion in general; they cannot ſpare Time 
to worſhip God; for all the Time they 
have, is (bought by chem ittle enough 
to get Bread in, and provide for their 
Families but however it comes to paſs, 
this particular Duty of the Sacrament is 
thought not to belong to them, but de- 
ſigned only for the richer and better 
8 C⁵5, Los 


* 
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People of the Pariſh; and therefore moſt” 
of them as carefully abſtain, as if they 
ere really prohibited from coming to 
theLord's Table. Butpoor People ſhould 
conſider, that they are under the ſame 
Obligations with others to take Care of 
their Souls, and provide for Eternity; and 
conſequently, have no Pretence to be ex- 
fe. cuſed from performing this, or any other 
t; Part of their Duty. The Command is 
1 MW voiverſal; equally extending to all Sorts |, 
0 and Degrees of Men, who, hope for Sal- 

j. vation by Jeſus Chriſt This do in Re- 
membrancè of me. Our Saviour does 
not ay, that ſome ſhould do it, and others | 
omit it; but he ſays, Do this, without 

any Reſtriction or Limitation, com- 
manding the Obſervance of this holy In- 
ſtitution by all thoſe (whether high or 
low, rich or poor) who expect to be ſaved. 

by bis Death and Sufferings. The pious 

Poor are equally the F. avourites of our 

Lord, with the biggeſt of us all; and 
have therefore an equal Right to be en- 
tertained at his Table. « Thou gh he was 

« rich, yet for our Sakes den 
« that we through' his Poverty mi nano; 
“ made rich.” And it was e 
9 of the Times of the Meſſiah, 

B e "IT f 
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are” and the general Courſe of their Lives and 


— 


that the Poor eſpecially ſhould be mad 


come to this Sacrament. As they are 
not upon that Account excluded, fo nei- 


ſary Duty. 


There is little Reaſon to think you. will 
ever make any Progreſs in Virtue and 


frequent and conſtant Cuſtom of com- 
ing to this holy Sacrament. Nor let 
any among you be diſcouraged from this 
or groundleſs Fears and Soruples, about 


oſten told you, that every Man that ſin- 


0 


Partakers of the Bleſſings of the Goſpel; 
«, the Poor have the Goſpel preached uno 
be; them.” 8 that, let Mens outward Cir. 
cumſtances be never ſo mean, if in the 
inward Frame and Temper of their Minds, 


Actions, they be truly pious and religi. 
us, . fearing God, and working Righ- 
teouſneſs, they may, nay, they ought to 


ther will their Poverty be at all their Ex- 
euſe, for neglecting this great and neceſ- 


Let none of you therefore . (of what 
Rank or Condition ſoever you be) be 
any longer Strangers at the Lord's Table. 


Goodneſs, till you bring yourſelves to a 


Duty by unreaſonable Apprehenſions, 


the Danger of performing it. I have 


3 cerely 
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made} cerely endeavours; to lead his. Life as 4 
ſpe; Chriſtian ought to do, may as ſafely as 
| untoll any Time come to the Lord's Table, ay 
d Cir. be may come to Church to join in the 
| other Parts of God's "Worſhip. Thoſe 
of you that pretend you are not fitted 
sand and prepared for it, ſhould conſjder, hat 
digh not prepared to receive the Sacrament,. 
you are not qualified for God's . 
here or hereafter ; you are not prepared: 
for the Happineſs of Heaven, and can 
| have no Hopes of coming thither : But 
if you prepare. yourſelves as. well. as you: 
can, by. a true Repentance for all your 
Sins and Miſcarriages ;. by a ſincere and 
what} firm Reſolution to forſake them, and to- 
be do better for the future; to be more care- 
ble. ful of all your Actions, and more con- 
iu ſtant in Prayer to God for his Grace to. 
enable yqu to keep his Commandments 3. 
by being in Charity. with all. Men, and 

by forgiving thoſe who have injured you: 
in Word or Deed, as you hope for For- 
giveneſs at the Hands of God ;- I: fay, if 
jou thus prepare yourſelves for,, and. 
come with ſuch Diſpolitions to this holy 
Sacrament, God will certainly accept of 
Jou and your Seryices, and give you the 
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a Comfort and Benefit of this ſolemn Orgj. 


Dance ;. that is, He will ſeal to you all 
thoſe Bleſſings which are purchaſed and 


procured for us by the Death of Can, 
ut now, | 


VII. Laftly: woll of the Duties I lh 
before been recommending to you, be- 
ing only the Means and Inſtruments of 
2 Religion p that is, ſuch. Ewe wh as 


are neceſſary in order to the workin 


us ſo holy a Temper and Diſpoſition of 
Mind, and rendering us fo pure and vir. 
Tuous in our Lives, as may qualify us 
for the Favour of God; and being not 
at all acceptable to him, when ſeparated 
from this End: This, I ſay, being the 


Nature of theſe inſtrumental Duties, 1 
muſt, in Diſcharge of my own Duty, 


'and in Faithfulneſs to your Sovls, give 
this Caution, that you do not rely upon 


theſe things alone for your Salvation, 
but take Care that they attain their pro- 
per End, and be the Means of making 
you truly good, virtuous and * holy in 
« all Manner of Converſation :” Prayer, 
Reading, and Hearing 
God, obſerving the Lord's Day, . and 
receiving the Sacrament, are the Means 


the Word of 


. 9 


4 my Father which is in Heaven.“ 
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appointed by God for improving of us in 
Holineſs and Goodneſs; but we muſt not 
reſt in the Uſe of theſe Means, and think 
ourſelves religious merely upon this Ac- 
count; for the Life of Religion does not 
conſiſt in the bare Uſe of them, but in 
the real Efficacy of them upon our Hearts 


and Lives. Not every one (ſays our 


« Saviour) that faith unto me, Lord, 
« Lord, ſhall enter into the, Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that doth the Will of 


You muſt therefore have an univerſal 
Regard to your Duty, and be defective 
in no Part of it. You muſt not only 

be pious and devout with reſpect to God, 
but chaſte, ſober, and temperate with re- 
gard to yourſelves ; and juſt, faithful, and 
charitable towards all Men. You'muſt 
mortify your Luſts, govern your Paſſions 
and your Tongues, and order your whole 
Converſation aright, or it is impoſiible 
you ſhould ſee the Salvation of God. 
You muſt (as far as the Imperfection of 

this State will admit) practiſe every Vir- 
tue of the Chriſtian Life, and avoid every 


3 , „ a K ify@ $84 4-44 1 - 
Sin; but eſpecially thoſe Sins that do fo 
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generally 
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nerally abound in the Worid, to the 
n of our Chriſtian Profeſſion, 
and the final Ruin of Mens“ Souls. Par- 
e 


You muſt keep nrietly from N 
Swearing and Curſing; for where theſe 
Sins are indulged, there is an Epd to all 
_ reaſonable Pretences to Religion. It is 
the baſeſt and ſillieſt Thing in ww World, 
for ſuch as own the Being of a great and 
terrible God, to treat him with Scorn 
and Reproach. What can be more a 
| furd, than to pray to God one Hour, 
and openly defy bim the next? Whaz 
can we think of thoſe ſenſeleſs, thought- 
leſs Creatures, who own that they af 0 | 
pend upon God for all their Enjoyments, 
and 7 63h of this Life and that to come, 

and yer provoke him to his Face, and 
- (for a Matter of no Concernment) do, 

in Effect, challenge him to do his worſt? 
This is a Sin ſo uttexly without Tenip- 
tation, ſo viod of all the common Baits 
of Profit, or Pleaſure, or Re putation, 
to intice you to it, that I would RN 
J hope there will be found no common 
5 Jwearers or Profaners of the Name of 
XOC en vou and that * will * 
: o 
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only. refrain from it yourſelves, * give 
all juſt Diſcountenance to ſo heinous an 
Oftnce and Provocation, in all whom 

you obſerve guilty of it; eſpecially your 
Children and Servants, and all thoſe who 
are under your more immediate lager. 
n e. | 


'You, maſt alfo be ds 9 


ful ain that loathſome Sin. of Drupk- 
enneſs, or Intemperance. - This is a 
Vice not l ſo inconfiſtent with all Pre- 
tences to Chriſtianity, but with all that 
zs either honourable, pleaſant or decent, 


that every reaſonable Man muſt abhor 
it, as he would the- Nature of an Ape, 
or a Swine. Beſides the future Puniſn- 
ment of ,Drunkennefs (for of Drunkards 
it is particularly recorded in holy Scrip- 
ture, that they © ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of God”) it is at preſent moſt 
' injurious to the Health of the Body, and 
the Faculties of the Mind, and brings 
Men to Want and Poverty; it ruins 
their Reputation and Character, and ren- 
ders them incapable of Going any Good 


to themſelves or; others... So that if yon 


value either ypur preſgnt or fuxure Hap- 
Pineſs, you muſt carefully. avoid this Sin, 

| and 
4 a Ws | * 
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add all n to it, as. che * 


Enemy of both. 


n You muſt kbep at the utmoſt 


Diſtance from Lewdneſs and Unclean- 
neſs. Theſe are Sins likewiſe not only 


highly offenſive to God, and which will 


be ſeverely 3 by Him in the other 


World, («for Whoremongers and Adul- 
ec terers God will judge”) but of fatal 
Tendency to the preſent Happineſs of 
Men, and which introduce the greateſt 
Diſorders and Confuſions into Civil So- 
ciety. This 1s ſo evident, that I need 


not go about to prove it. It is impoſ. 
fible ro number the Feuds and Miſchiefs, 
the private Griefs, Sorrows and Uneaſi- 


neſſes, which this violent and headftrong 


Luſt hath produced i in almoſt every Place. 
Ir'is a Sin juſtly ſcandalous and infamous 


among Men; it naturally tends to deſtroy 
the Health and Strength of the Body, and 
to conſume the Subſtance of thoſe that in- 
dulge themſelves in it. And it is a Sign 
of the great Corruption of the Age, and 


olf People's being arrived to a deſperate | 
| Pitch of Wickeeneſs, that they are ſo 
2 either e Cuſtom or Impu- 
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tity ty, or the Devil's Infatuation, to make 
light of fo great and complicated a Vice. 


-"o hough 1 think it proper to give you 
i Caution againſt theſe Sins particularly, 
25 being too commonly practiſed in the 
World, and a great Reproach to our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion ; yet you muſt not 
think yourſelves at liberty to practiſe any 
other Vice, becauſe you "abſtain from 


theſe *groſs Enortrities. For by every 
known Sin, we do, as it were, run upon 
2 Sword's Point, and endanger our Sal- 


vation, as much as a deep Wound in our 
Body would do oür Life; and you know 
that qe ſuch may deſtroy a Man as well 
as twenty. You muſt therefore (as I faid' 
above) have an univerſal | Regard to your 
Duty, and be defective in no Part of it. 
You ought indeed to have a ſpecial Re- 

gard to thoſe Duties which are more con- 
lderable, © and wherein Religion does 
mainly confift ; ſuch as Pizty towards 
Cod, Temperance and Chaſtity in regard 
to yourſelves ; ; Trutb and Fuftice, Cod. 


ns, Peace and Charity toward all Men; 


but then no other Grace and Virtue 
ought to be neglected by you; but you 


muſt « abqund 1 in all the Fruits of Righ- - 
6c ceouſneks 
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9 895 the a and Glory of God. 


Theſe are the plain Advices 1 bt. 
= reRtions I thought it neceſſary to lay be. 

fore you, for = daily Conduct of your 
Lives. in the Ways of Holineſs and 

ö Righteoulneſs, i in order to your eternal 
Happineſs, And that ſuch a Behaviour 
as I have been recommending i is neceſ. 


_  fary to that End, is Argument ſufficient 


to engage any reaſonable Man to it, 
The preſent Benefit and Advantage of a 

religious Life, is a Motive to. the Prac. 
_ tice of it, not to be overlooked or def. 
piſed: Hi that it is abſolutely and in. 
diſpenſibly neceſſary to our future, our 
eternal — and will moſt cer- 
_tainly. procure it, is an Argument that 
Cannot poſſibly be reſiſted by thoſe who 

- have the Reaſon and Underſtanding of 
Men, if they duly weigh and conſider 
* The greateſt — moſt weighty 
Affairs in the World, are but. a van 
Employment, but a mere Trifling and 
mpertinence, in compariſon with eter- 

| nal Salvation. Our only true Intereſt, 
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3 t Buſigeſs in che World, pro- 
perly baking, and chat is to make ſure 


ol our everlaſting Happineſs, and to ſe- | 
cure to ourſelves the Fruition of that e- 


cellent Good, which is the true End of 
our Being. This, as Solomon expreſſes - 
it, is the SF bal: Duty of Man, that is, his 

only conſiderable Intereſt and Concern; 
and that upon, which all depends. Ag 
to the Things of the World, a great 
Abundance 97 them is not neceſſary to 


our temporal Happineſs ; much leſs are 


they neceſſary to the great End for which 
ve live; But it is moſt abſolutely ne- 
ceflary, and of the laſt Importance, that 


ve ſhould attain to, the Fruition of God, 


whoſe loving Kindneſs i is better than Life, 
and without whom we cannot be happy. 
All the reſt may be ſpared, but there is 


no diſpenſing with this one Thing needful, = 


Should we loſe all beſides, andi gain this, 


yet ſtill we ſhould be happy; and ſhould 


we gain all beſides, (all the Riches, Ho- 
nours, and Byeaſures of this World) and 


loſe this, we ſhould ſill be miſerable. 
For what Gain can ever make Amends 


for ſuch a Loſs ? * What ſhall it profit a 
% Man (ſays dur Saviour) if he gain 
* the whole World, and loſe his 155 
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Sol Which is then only loft when 
it loſes" God, the e e 
Joy and Happineſs, 439% WO ou 
1 Theſe /F ings I wennde tot 1 you 
in the Cloſe, with all poſſible: 'Farneſt- 
neſs, to awaken in your © Minds“ a due 
genſe of the Importance of what hath 
been before ſaid to you; that all your 
Inquiries may not be, (as they too com- 
monly are) * what you ſhall eat, and 
«what you ſhall drink, and wherewithal 
2 you ſhall be clothed;“ but that you 
may ſeribuſſy and vigorouſly ſer” yours 
ſelves to d work out your own' Salvation 
ce with Fear and Trembling.“ And may 
it pleaſe the God of all Grace to give 4 
Bleſſing to theſe; and all my other En- 
deavours for your Good; that we may 
receive the End of our Labours and 
Hopes, even the Salvation of all our 
Souls; through the Merits and Media. 
tion of Jeſus C og our * RE Ip 
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